Message 


From: Lefkin, Howard [Howard.Lefkin@umassmed.edu] 

Sent: 4/15/2010 5:09:42 PM 

To: Nassif, Julianne (DPH) [Julianne.Nassif@state.ma.us]; Thomas, William [William.Thomas@umassmed.edu]; 

Aspeslagh, Bruce (SRC) [Bruce.Aspeslagh@state.ma.us]; Babcock, Greg [Greg.Babcock@umassmed.edu]; Salemi, 
Charles (DPH) [Charles.Salemi@state.ma.us] 

CC: Mitchell, Jay [Jay.Mitchell@umassmed.edu]; Sotolongo, Charieen [Charleen.Sotolongo@umassmed.edu]; Han, Linda 

(DPH) [Linda.Han@state.ma.us]; Eaton, Roger [Roger.Eaton@umassmed.edu]; Finch, John 
[John.Finch@umassmed.edu]; Casey, Paul [/0=C0M MON WEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS/OU=MassMail- 
01/cn=Recipients/cn=Paul.Casey] 

Subject: RE: Notice of Violation 


Recently, the MWRA issued a Notice of Violation to the JR Campus for exceeding the wastewater discharge limit for 
chloroform. The Violation requires a written explanation of why the exceedance occurred followed by three consecutive 
days of re-sampling to assure that the pollutant is no longer being discharged. 

After receiving the violation, I investigated all of the labs in the building where chloroform is used and spoke to lab 
personnel. Everyone appeared to be following proper procedures for use and disposal of the material and no one that I 
spoke to recalled any recent mishap or sink discharge. Since this appeared to be a random event with no acknowledged 
source, I scheduled the requisite re-sampling. The results from the first day of sampling, Monday, were 
negative. Unfortunately, the results from the Tuesday sampling again exceeded the discharge limits. This most likely 
indicates that there is either an ongoing discharge of chloroform into one of the sinks or there had been a previous 
discharge that periodically leaches into the wastewater. 

In order to avoid a more serious Notice of Noncompliance it is essential that the source of the chloroform is eliminated. I 
will return to the user labs to investigate further. I would appreciate your help in this effort by also reviewing this matter 
with your labs. 

Thank you, 

Howard 


Howard Lefkin, MS, CIH, CSP 
EH&S Manager 

University of Massachusetts Medical School - JP 
305 South St. 

Jamaica Plain, MA02130 
617 983 6207 

^^^^^^cell) 

617-675-1896 (pager) 


From: Lefkin, Howard 

Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 3:15 PM 

To: 'Han, Linda (DPH)'; Finch, John; Eaton, Roger 

Cc: Mitchell, Jay; Sotolongo, Charleen 

Subject: Notice of Violation 

Regards, 


Folk OIG PRR 005389 




Howard 


Howard Lefkin, MS, CIH, CSP 
EH&S Manager 

University of Massachusetts Medical School - JP 
305 South St. 

Jamaica Plain, MA02130 
617-983-6207 

^^^^^^cell) 

617-675-1896 (pager) 


Folk OIG PRR 005390 



